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fprung from folemn tranfaaions, which are recorded in 
our hiftories ; which have been commented upon, by 
writers whofe works almoft every man reads; and fome 
of which are of fo momentous and (Inking a nature, 
that tradition would have handed them down, if printing 
had never been difcovered. 

But thefe pretended difficulties, cannot, with the flight- 
ed colour of fairnefs, be ^eforted to upon theprefent 
occafion. We do not require that limitation which 
Mr. Locke I think truly fays, neceflarily flows from 
the end and nature of every legiflature, namely, that 
they have no right to transfer the power of legiflation 
— a limitation, which Mr.. Smith modejlfy denomi- 
nates fi'Iy, t and which Mr. Paine, would, no doubt fay, 
does not exift in our government, in confequence of its 
defpotic nature. 

If ever there was in any country a folemn fettlement 
between the people and their government, and between 
two nations, it was the eftablifliment of the independ- 
ent Irifli Conftitution of 1782. The people of Ireland 
almoft as one man, .cailed upon their Parliament to af- 
fert the liberties of the nation, and their own independ- 
ence ; and the Britifh Parliament, by folemn, recorded, 
and reiterated a&s, recognized the jufticeof ourclaims ; 
and" gave every fecurity which an independent nation 
can give to another, without the interference and gua- 
rantee of fome third power, that our feparate, independ- 
ent, legiflative right, Ihould never again be invaded or 
queftioned. 

It requires* the. utmoft extent of the modern defpotic 
doQrine of the minifter, to juftify the annulling of fuch 
a fettlement, without the national confent. Jn princi- 
ple our parliament would have the fame moral compe- 
tency to depofe itfelf, and transfer its tranfeendent 
powers to the Britifti parliament without any mixture of 
Irifli reprefentation ; and in practice, in my opinion, 
it would equally confult the profpenty of Ireland, and 
much better provide for the liberties of the fubjects of 
the imperial legiQature. Is it not equally clear, that the 
people wifti to retain their conftitution, as that they 
were zealous and united in acquiring it ? Is this a quef- 
tion upon which any honeft man can doubt how the pubf 
licfentiment is? Shall we be told that the intellect of 
the nation is for the meafure ? If it be, and that its ad- 
vantages are fo weighty and manifeft, why does not 
this fuperiorityof intellefit convert the nation toils own 
happinefs and profp.erity ? . Is the neceffify of carrying 
the meafure, fo urgent, that the confidences of our 
legiflatorf cannot be at reft, until they' impofe it upon 
us? That they cannot wait until fuperiority of talent, 
enlifted on the fide of truth and reafon, fhall convince 
the nation ? Until the people of Ireland, dull of intel- 
Jectas they are, and overrun with prejudices, (hall learn 
to defpife their patriots of 1782, and become converts 
to the new patriots of 1 799, who have fome of them 
been fo miraculoufly' converted themfelves ? This 
msafure never can' bt in vefligated in detail, by the peo- 
ple at large, or nil' its bearings, civil and commercial, 



minutely examined. But there are fome of its features, 
too prominent and frightful to be difguifed or reconciled 
to the feelings of Iriftimen. All the varniih of Mr. 
Pitt, cannot conceal, or recommend them. I would 
•fend the project forth, amongft. the people, with no. other 
commentary than his fpeechjand abide the event. What- 
ever effects may be produced by his. menaces and his 
bribes, he never can win their affcaions, and procure 
their rational aflent, by fo flimfy a performance as that 
which is gratuitoufly circulated, at its. full vajue. 

^ The nation cannot be influenced, by his eloquence or 
his fophiftry ; until, they believe that power and right; 
are one and the fame ; that 554 refident members will 
not totally, overbear 100 absentees; that the national 
prejudices of centuries, will vanifh. at. his. command ; 
that virtual dependence will be wealth, alcho' actual 
dependence was beggary ; and that to relinquish afyf- 
tem which has been productive of profperity beyond 
our mod fangume hopes, is a duty which we owe to 
ourfelves and our pofterity. 

Whenever thefe things are reconciled, to the people, 
and that they .call for the meafure, I (hall, acknowledge 
the moral competency of Parliament tpenaait ; but 
.until they do, trio' I may be compelled to fubmit to the. 
phyfical force of the Britjfli or the Irifli government, 
with which it is contended that their moral competence 
iscommenfurate, I never can change opinions founded, in 
the immutable nature of things, and whofe final 
fanaions lie out of the reach of any human power. 

V.' 
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TRANSLATION OF VIRGIL's FOUR 

CELEBRATED LINES. 



O IC vos non vobis nidi feat is aves. 

Not for yourfelvcs, ye pigeons, did ye build 
Snug nefts in town, by bats (hall they be fill'd. 

Sic vos non vobis velkrafertis oves. 

Not for yourfelves, ye ivell-fieec'd filly yeos, 
Ye've frifk'd in fields, and worn your pretty clothes. 

Sic vos non vobis mellijicatis apes. 

Not for yourfelves, ye merchants, do ye thrive, 
A ruthlcfs hand (hall rob your honied hive. 

.Sic vos non vobis fertis aralraboves. 

Not for yourfelves, ye ftupid Bulls ye plough, 
Another Bull (hall tread the grain. ye fow. 

Vide Pitt's Virgil. 
TREBOR. 
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